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To: WAP Subrecipients						       Program Guidance: WAP-2025-03
From: Community Programs
Release Date: October 26, 2026
Effective Date: July 1, 2026
Subject: Historic Preservation & SHPO Compliance

BACKGROUND
IHCDA was made aware of incongruencies between the Programmatic Agreement with State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and the 2026 WAP Policy & Procedure Manual. In the past, IHCDA would refer units objected to by SHPO to DOE. DOE has clarified that they do not have the authority to override the SHPO decision, and thus our policy was required to be rewritten to the below. 

Definitions and policy for “like-for-like” were required to be rewritten to ensure it matches language with the Programmatic Agreement. To realign the policies to reflect the Programmatic Agreement, IHCDA has released Program Guidance to clarify and accurately define its Historic Preservation Review and SHPO policies.

NEW GUIDANCE
WAP Policy & Procedure Manual Section 4.9 is revised to incorporate the below language:

In the event that SHPO has a final objection to weatherization work, the unit must be denied.

SHPO review is exempted for existing HVAC equipment when it does not require a change to or new location for existing ducting, plumbing, electric and controls; or if ducting, plumbing, electric and controls are on the rear of the structure or not visible from any public right of way. This exemption to applies to the following equipment:
· Furnaces
· Heat pumps
· Pumps
· Motors
· Boilers
· Chillers
· Cooling towers
· Air handling units
· Package units
· Condensers
· Compressors
· Heat exchangers 
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